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Resolved: The United States federal government should
substantially increase alternative energy incentives in the United
States.
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Contention one: There is not a national Renewable Portfolio Standard

1. On multiple occasions, congress has failed to require electricity
companies to generate 20% of their electricity from renewable energy

Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned
Scientists, “"The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

I n Congress, lawmakers from both chambers and both parties have introduced
numerous national RPS proposals since 1997. Championed in large part by Sen.
Jeff Bingaman (D.- N.M.), the Senate has passed a national RPS as part of
comprehensive energy legislation three times since 2002, most recently in 2005.
However, each time it has failed to become law.

2. Furthermore, initiatives by the fifty state governments are not enough
to drive renewable energy into the mainstream marketplace

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

While the participation of 12 states signals a good start, this patchwork of state
policies would not be able to drive down the costs of renewable energy
technologies and move these technologies fully into the marketplace. Also, state
RPS policies have differed substantially from each other thus far. These differences
could cause significant market inefficiencies, negating the cost savings that a more
comprehensive, streamlined, market-based federal RPS package would provide.
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Contention Two: Harms
A. Current energy policies promote environmental racism

1. Environmental racism occurs when minority neighborhoods burden the
cost of energy more than privileged neighborhoods. For example, fossil
fuel plants create pollution that harms the surrounding community. This is
a reality for hundreds of minority communities across the United States

Tara Ulezalka, Associate, Law Offices of Michael S. Lamonsoff. J.D., 2005,
Brooklyn Law School. "ARTICLE: Race and Waste: The Quest for Environmental
Justice” Temple Journal of Science, Technology & Environmental Law, 2007
p.lexis.

Environmental racism is real. It is as real as the racism found in housing,
education, employment and the judicial system. Environmental racism results in
the nationwide phenomenon in which minority neighborhoods bear a
disproportionately large environmental burden as compared to white
neighborhoods. n2 It refers to any policy, practice or directive that differentially
differently affects or disadvantages individuals, groups or communities based on
race or color. n3 This is the outcome that the landmark "1987 United Church of
Christ report on toxic waste and race claimed [*52] was not the result of mere
coincidence." n4 Indeed, evidence suggests that this disproportionate economic
impact from environmental mismanagement was already considered a decade
earlier, albeit without the suggestion of discriminatory intent. n5 It was not until
1987, however, that the term "environmental racism" was coined. It was
described as discrimination in environmental policy-making, enforcement of
regulations and laws, and the deliberate targeting of communities of color for toxic
waste disposal and the siting of polluting industries. n6 It is racial discrimination in
light of the fact that the life-threatening presence of poisons and pollutants occurs
mainly in communities of color. This was the reality that the United Church of
Christ Commission for Racial Justice study uncovered and it is the reality of
hundreds of minority communities across the United States. n7 The residents of
these communities know what environmental injustice is - they live it every day.
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2. Requiring electricity companies to use renewable energy helps alleviate
the environmental damage imposed on minority communities from
burning fossil fuels

Sacramento Bee, February 19. 2008. “Environmental Justice Groups Declare War
on Carbon Trading."
http://www.sacbee.com/static/weblogs/hothouse/archives/010675.html

Many environmental groups and economists support a cap-and-trade system to
control greenhouse gases, but environmental justice advocates -- which represent
low-income communities with large populations of African-American, Latino and
Asian people -- fear that cap-and-trade will expose their communities to unfair
burdens of pollution. Some oil refineries, they fear, would be allowed to increase
or maintain emissions with a cap-and-trade system (by purchasing offsets),
whereas a regulatory scheme would force all industries to reduce. “Pollution
trading allows us to treat clean air as a private commodity to be traded,
speculated against, and profited from. We owe future generations clean air and a
healthy environment, making pollution profitable is a prescription for disaster,”
said Martha Arguello of Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los Angeles in a press
release today. The EJ coalition prefers more of a regulatory approach, including
mandates for zero-carbon cars and energy efficiency policies, including a tougher
Renewable Portfolio Standard bill.
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3. Exposing minority communities to the harms is racist

Maine Law Review, 2005. "Comment: Environmental Injustice and the Problem of
the Law” 57 Me. L. Rev. 209

This recognition invites us to conceive of environmental justice as the solution to
environmental discrimination, such as in waste facility siting decisions, as well as
to broader environmental concerns, such as air or water pollution generally. By
linking our concern for environmental injustice more closely with our concern for
the earth, we advance both goals, because environmental injustice harms not just
the communities that suffer the injustice, but the environment at large as well. To
the extent that we fail to consider environmental justice a moral responsibility,
and fail to make a conscious effort toward equitable distribution of environmental
harms, we perpetuate ineffective pollution control and tolerate ongoing
environmental degradation. The fact that environmental injustice is not always
visible to the public at large has led to complacency over the level of pollution our
laws allow. The toxic exposure that communities like Waterfront South or Chester
endure is only "tolerable" because white, wealthier people do not live there. n151
Who can imagine an incinerator being built in the rich Camden or Philadelphia
suburbs? The result is that the environment continues to be polluted at a rate that
is unsustainable and in many cases irrevocable. By giving a voice to those
suffering the worst environmental injustices, and demanding the right to
participate in decision making that affects them, the movement furthers social and
environmental objectives.
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4. Racism is a prima facie issue — we must deal with racism before all
other impacts

Joseph Barndt, Dismantling Racism: The Continuing Challenge to White America,
1991, p. 155-56

To study racism is to study walls. We have looked at barriers and fences and
limitations, ghettos and prisons. The prison of racism confines us all, people of
color and white people alike. It shackles the victimizer as well as the victim. The
walls forcibly keep people of color and white people separate from each other; in
our separate prisons we are all prevented from achieving the human potential that
God intends for us. The limitations imposed on people of color by poverty,
subservience, and powerlessness are cruel, inhuman, and unjust; the effects of
uncontrolled power, privilege, and greed, which are the marks of our white prison
will inevitably destroy us as well. But we have also seen that the walls of racism
can be dismantled. We are not condemned to an inexorable fate, but are offered
the vision and the possibility of freedom. Brick by brick, stone by stone, the
prison of individual, institutional, and cultural racism can be destroyed. You and I
are urgently called to join the efforts of those who know it is time to tear down,
once and for all, the walls of racism. The danger of self-destruction seems to be
drawing ever more near. The results of centuries of national and worldwide
conquest and colonization, of military buildups and violent aggression, of
overconsumption and environmental destruction may be reaching the point of no
return. A small and predominantly white minority of global population derives its
power and privilege from sufferings of the vast majority of peoples of color. For
the sake of the world and ourselves, we dare not allow it to continue.
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B. US Economic competitiveness

1. The United States’ failure to embrace renewable energy is undermining
its economic power - or competitiveness - compared to other countries

Institute for 21°% Century Energy, “Fats, Choices, and Challenges” 2007
http://www.energyxxi.org/xxi/Resources/facts_security.htm

Securing our energy supply, and thus our economic competitiveness, is also under
pressure from the demands of other nations. Worldwide demand for fuel and
power will expand much faster than our own. The Energy Information
Administration predicts growth of more than 70% in global energy consumption
between 2003 and 2030. Americans will feel the impact of this growing demand in
prices, availability, geopolitics, and vulnerability to security threats, especially if
we continue to heavily restrict energy development here at home. Burgeoning
global energy consumption, most of which will come from fossil fuels, also means
that efforts to address environmental and climate change concerns will have little
or no effect without worldwide participation. The rapidly expanding economies of
China and India are becoming massive consumers of energy and will put serious
pressure on global energy supplies, as well as on demand for energy-saving
technologies. China and India are powering much of their industrial development
with impressive coal reserves. By some estimates, China is building an average of
one coal-fired plant every week to power its booming economy. The two countries
are each planning to build 20 new nuclear reactors by 2020. Even so, by 2050
both nations could be importing 70% to 80% of their energy needs. By 2020,
China will have 140 million private cars, more than the United States has at
present. Competitive economies need affordable and reliable energy. Our global
competitors are embracing this reality. We can ill afford to ignore it.
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2. Without a federal endorsement, businesses will not feel comfortable
investigating in renewable energy

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

The push to develop renewable and other clean energy technologies is no longer
being driven solely by environmental concerns; these technologies are becoming
economically competitive. According to Merrill Lynch’s Robin Batchelor, the
traditional energy sector has lacked appeal to investors in recent years because of
heavy regulation, low growth, and a tendency to be cyclical.10 The United States’
lack of support for innovative new companies sends a signal that U.S. energy
markets are biased against new entrants. The clean energy industry could,
however, become a world-leading industry akin to that of U.S. semi-conductors
and computer systems.
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3. Economic competitiveness is necessary to maintain United States’
hegemony

Khalilzad, Rand Corporation, Spring 1995 (Zalmay, The Washington Quarterly,
Losing the Moment? The United States and the World After the Cold War, vol. 18,
no. 2, p.84)

The United States is unlikely to preserve its military and technological dominance
if the U.S. economy declines seriously. In such an environment, the domestic
economic and political base for global leadership would diminish and the United
States would probably incrementally withdraw from the world, become inward-
looking, and abandon more and more of its external interests. As the United
States weakened, others would try to fill the vacuum.

To sustain and improve its economic strength, the United States must maintain its
technological lead in the economic realm. Its success will depend on the choices it
makes. In the past, developments such as the agricultural and industrial
revolutions produced fundamental changes positively affecting the relative position
of those who were able to take advantage of them and negatively affecting those
who did not. Some argue that the world may be at the beginning of another such
transformation, which will shift the sources of wealth and the relative position of
classes and nations. If the United States fails to recognize the change and adapt
its institutions, its relative position will hecessarily worsen.

To remain the preponderant world power, U.S. economic strength must be
enhanced by further improvements in productivity, thus increasing real per capita
income; by strengthening education and training; and by generating and using
superior science and technology. In the long run the economic future of the United
States will also be affected by two other factors. One is the imbalance between
government revenues and government expenditure. As a society the United States
has to decide what part of the GNP it wishes the government to control and adjust
expenditures and taxation accordingly. The second, which is even more important
to U.S. economic well-being over the long run, may be the overall rate of
investment. Although their government cannot endow Americans with a Japanese-
style propensity to save, it can use tax policy to raise the savings rate.
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4. US hegemony prevents multiple scenarios of global nuclear war

Khalilzad, Rand Corporation, Spring 1995 (Zalmay, The Washington Quarterly,
Losing the Moment? The United States and the World After the Cold War, vol. 18,
no. 2, p.84)

Under the third option, the United States would seek to retain global leadership
and to preclude the rise of a global rival or a return to multipolarity for the
indefinite future. On balance, this is the best long-term guiding principle and
vision. Such a vision is desirable not as an end in itself, but because a world in
which the United States exercises leadership would have tremendous advantages.
First, the global environment would be more open and more receptive to American
values -- democracy, free markets, and the rule of law. Second, such a world
would have a better chance of dealing cooperatively with the world's major
problems, such as nuclear proliferation, threats of regional hegemony by renegade
states, and low-level conflicts. Finally, U.S. leadership would help preclude the rise
of another hostile global rival, enabling the United States and the world to avoid
another global cold or hot war and all the attendant dangers, including a global
nuclear exchange. U.S. leadership would therefore be more conducive to global
stability than a bipolar or a multipolar balance of power system.

Thus we offer the following plan:

The United States Federal Government should establish a renewable
portfolio standard requiring 20% of energy within the United States come
from renewable energy by 2020.
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Contention Three: Solvency

1. A federal renewable energy requirement will spur a national market for
renewable energy

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

The coal, oil, natural gas, and nuclear power industries continue to receive
considerable government subsidies, even though they are already well established
in the marketplace. Without the RPS or a similar mechanism, many renewables
will not be able to survive in an increasingly competitive electricity market focused
on producing power at the lowest direct cost. And while the RPS is designed to
deliver renewables that are most ready for the market, additional policies will still
be needed to support emerging renewable technologies, like photovoltaics, that
have enormous potential to become commercially competitive. The RPS is the
surest market-based approach for securing the public benefits of renewables while
supplying the greatest amount of clean power at the lowest price. It creates an
ongoing incentive to drive down costs by providing a dependable and predictable
market. An RPS will promote vigorous competition among renewable energy
developers and technologies to meet the standard at the lowest cost.
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2. Renewable energy is economically feasible. There have been major
technological breakthroughs over the past decades - but fossil fuels still
dominate the energy market.

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

For many years, renewables were seen as energy options that—while
environmentally and socially attractive—occupied niche markets at best, due to
barriers of cost and available infrastructure. In the last decade, however, the case
for renewable energy has become economically compelling as well. There has been
a true revolution in technological innovation, cost improvements, and our
understanding and analysis of appropriate applications of renewable energy
resources and technologies—notably solar, wind, small-scale hydro, and biomass-
based energy, as well as advanced energy conversion devices such as fuel cells.4
There are now a humber of energy sources, conversion technologies, and
applications that make renewable energy options either equal or better in price
and services provided than the prevailing fossil-fuel technologies. For example, in
a growing number of settings in industrialized nations, wind energy is now the
least expensive option among all energy technologies—with the added benefit of
being modular and quick to install and bring on-line. In fact, some farmers,
notably in the U.S. Midwest, have found that they can generate more income per
hectare from the electricity generated by a wind turbine than from their crop or
ranching proceeds.5 Also, photovoltaic (solar) panels and solar hot water heaters
placed on buildings across America can help reduce energy costs, dramatically
shave peak-power demands, produce a healthier living environment, and increase
the overall energy supply.

14
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3. A shift to 20% of renewable energy is easily achieved by 2020.

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

The Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) is akin to the efficiency standards for
vehicles and appliances that have proven successful in the past. A gradually
increasing RPS is designed to integrate renewables into the marketplace in the
most cost-effective fashion, and it ensures that a growing proportion of electricity
sales is provided by renewable energy. An RPS provides the one true means to use
market forces most effectively—the market picks the winning and losing
technologies. A number of studies indicate that a national renewable energy
component of 2 percent in 2002, growing to 10 percent in 2010 and 20 percent by
2020, that would include wind, biomass, geothermal, solar, and landfill gas, is
broadly good for business and can readily be achieved.34 States that decide to
pursue more aggressive goals could be rewarded through an additional federal
incentive program. In the past, federal RPS legislation has been introduced in
Congress and was proposed by the Clinton administration, but it has yet to be re-
introduced by either this Congress or the Bush administration.
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Inherency - Attitude

( ) The attitude in Washington is against renewable energy

Paul Roberts, LA Times, “Power Outage” May 22, 2004.
http://www.energybulletin.net/326.html

Sadly, such a push isn't likely under the current administration. President Bush's
national energy strategy has promoted traditional energy production even more
aggressively than Reagan's did, and has been even more dismissive of alternatives
and conservation. At an international conference on development in 2002, the
United States joined with such oil-producing countries as Saudi Arabia to defeat a
resolution that would have committed all nations to boost renewable energy's
share of the global market to 15% by 2010. U.S. officials insisted, with some
justification, that such a goal was unrealistic.

But it's also true that many U.S. energy companies (some happened to be major
contributors to the president's election campaign) had no interest in a U.S. policy
that supported anything but traditional energy systems.

( ) The Administration is opposed to RPS

Benjamin K. Sovacool, et al. is a former Eugene P. Wigner Fellow at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and a Senior Research Fellow at the
Network for New Energy Choices in New York. The Electricity Journal, *Big Is
Beautiful: The Case for Federal Leadership on a National Renewable Portfolio
Standard “ 2007

While supporting state-based RPS efforts, the Bush Administration has officially
opposed a national RPS on the grounds that it would create “winners” and “losers
among regions of the country and increase electricity prices in places where
renewable resources are less abundant or harder to cultivate.2 In themeantime,
21 states (and the District of Columbia) have adopted their own RPS mandates,
and eight others - Florida, Indiana, Louisiana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Utah,
Vermont, and Virginia — are considering some form of RPS.

144
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Inherency — No National RPS

( ) The congress has failed to encourage renewable energy

Sarah A Binder et al., Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institute, "One Year Later: Is
Congress Still the Broken Branch?” January 2008.
http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2008/01_uscongress_mann.aspXx

With a flurry of legislative activity as the first session wound down, the 110th
Congress passed a delayed package of appropriations bills for the fiscal year that
began on October 1, a one-year fix in the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) that
prevented its impact on millions of middle-class households, and the first increase
in automobile fuel efficiency standards in decades. In each case, however,
Democrats were unable to advance some of their key priorities, as they faced
Senate filibusters and presidential vetoes. The omnibus spending bill contained no
restrictions on the war in Irag and also conformed to the president’s domestic
spending cap that reduced spending in real terms. The AMT measure was shorn of
offsetting tax increases sought by Democrats to comply with their party’s
commitment to pay-as-you-go budgeting. The energy bill that finally emerged
dropped provisions to reallocate tax subsidies from fossil fuel production to
renewable energy and failed to require utilities to include a fraction of clean energy
sources in their generation of electricity.

( ) Action at both the state and federal level is necessary to spur
renewable energy market growth

Eric Martinot, Ryan Wiser, and Jan Hamrin (Center for Resource Solutions, San
Francisco, 2005) www.resource-solutions.org/lib/librarypdfs/IntPolicy-
RE.policies.markets.US.pdf

Although government R&D and other technology development efforts are
important, the history of the United States shows that renewable energy
technologies and industries have developed fastest when policies have provided
clear, consistent, and strong incentives for commercial market demand to grow.
The PURPA era still stands as the most successful period of renewable energy
development in the US, due to a confluence of factors and the strong support
provided by the feed-in type of policy. In the future, state-level renewables
portfolios standards will be the key to large-scale expansion, and some early RPS
successes were being achieved. But design pitfalls have plagued some RPS
programs and future design and implementation will need to proceed carefully.
And even more aggressive policy action will be needed, comparable to aggressive
policies in other countries, at both state and federal levels, in order for US markets
to follow global trends.
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Inherency - Existing RPS Insufficient

( ) Even with state based RPS renewable energy is only 3% of total
energy generation

Eric Martinot, Ryan Wiser, and Jan Hamrin (Center for Resource Solutions, San
Francisco, 2005) www.resource-solutions.org/lib/librarypdfs/IntPolicy-
RE.policies.markets.US.pdf

While these projected additions are substantial compared to historic rates of
growth, the aggregate amount of renewable generation required under these
policies by 2017 equates to just 3% of total 2002 electric sales in the US, and to
7.2% of 2002 load in those states with RPS requirements. In addition, it deserves
note that much of the impact to date has been restricted to just a few states, and
there are a number of instances in which state RPS policies are not yet having
their desired effect. The reasons for the poor performance in a number of US
states are detailed below.

( ) Existing state based rps does not mandate a sufficient amount of
electricity be generated from renewable energy

Eric Martinot, Ryan Wiser, and Jan Hamrin (Center for Resource Solutions, San
Francisco, 2005) www.resource-solutions.org/lib/librarypdfs/IntPolicy-
RE.policies.markets.US.pdf

Selective application of the purchase requirement. Some US states have applied
the RPS to only a small segment of the state’s electric market, muting the
potential impacts of the policy. For example, in both Connecticut and
Pennsylvania, initial RPS requirements applied to less than 5% of the total market
(in both cases, subsequent revisions to the policies have rectified this problem).
Not only does this violate the principle of competitive parity, it also ensures that
the RPS will have only a marginal impact.
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Inherency - Insufficient Renewable Energy

( ) The US is overly reliant on state-based solutions to generate
renewable energy

Eric Martinot, Ryan Wiser, and Jan Hamrin (Center for Resource Solutions, San
Francisco, 2005) www.resource-solutions.org/lib/librarypdfs/IntPolicy-
RE.policies.markets.US.pdf

As the PURPA era gave way to stagnation in the early 1990s, electric power
restructuring led to a boom in state policy innovations to support renewable
energy. Those innovations, including RPS, public-benefit funds, net metering laws,
voluntary green power markets, and a variety of financial incentives and
regulatory provisions, have been gaining momentum since 1998. They now
provide the bulk of encouragement for renewable energy in the United States, in
combination with attractive federal tax incentives. Overall, however, the impact of
these state-level actions is still modest relative to the potential impact of more
aggressive federal policy. If anything, US experience illustrates the risk of relying
too heavily on state-level support alone.

( ) The US will continue to fall behind because overseas markets are
more attractive to investors

Eric Martinot, Ryan Wiser, and Jan Hamrin (Center for Resource Solutions, San
Francisco, 2005) www.resource-solutions.org/lib/librarypdfs/IntPolicy-
RE.policies.markets.US.pdf

Second, the wind and solar industries are constrained by the fact that the major
renewable energy markets are now overseas, particularly in Europe and Japan. It
is more difficult to develop a strong domestic industry without a strong domestic
market. The United States missed many opportunities in the 1990s to

remain the world leader in the renewable energy industry and now is suffering the
consequences. Nevertheless, the domestic solar industry continues to grow,
supplying both domestic and international markets. The domestic wind power
industry could also continue to grow, but the domestic market is

becoming increasingly constrained by regulatory problems with transmission
access and continued uncertainty over the future of the federal production tax
credit (PTC) beyond its expiration in 2005.
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AT: Dirty Energy

1. This is non-unique - There is an abundence of dirty energy that is used now,
the affirmative plan can only be an improvement.

2. The plan would still remove coal and oil energy - these energy sources
are the worst types of energy. As long as we decrease our reliance on fossil fuels
we solve our advantages
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AT: Other Causes

1. The plan is still an enormous step forward - even if we cannot solve for all
of racism, our 1AC evidence indicates that thousands of people are exposed to the
harms of environmental racism

2. Environmental Law is the Most Effective Means of Alleviating
Environmental Racism

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Notwithstanding the role of environmental laws in causing environmental injustice,
the environmental justice literature does acknowledge that environmental litigation
may be an effective tool in challenging an undesirable facility. Since many facilities
are undesirable due to their environmental consequences, environmental laws
regulating the siting process or facility operations provide a natural basis for
challenge. n264 Moreover, environmental laws may be the most promising method
for achieving legal redress due to the limited coverage of civil rights laws and the
high evidentiary burdens associated with the Equal Protection Clause. n265 The
literature refers to the relatively frequent success of environmental lawsuits
brought to resolve environmental justice conflicts. n266
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AT: EPA is the Problem

1. Current government policy is limited regarding environmental justice

Tyson R. Smith, Attorney with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission: J.D.
2003. Lewis and Clark Law School. Missouri Environmental Law & Policy Review
2004/2005 p.In

First, the Commission reiterated its view that NEPA is the only pertinent statute
and stated that environmental justice, as applied at the NRC, "means that the
agency will make an effort under NEPA to become aware of the demographic and
economic circumstances of local communities where nuclear facilities are to be
sited, and take care to mitigate or avoid special impacts attributable to the special
character of the community." n22 The Commission also reasoned that "the
essence of an environmental justice claim, in NRC practice, is disparate
environmental harm." n23 Accordingly, in the Commission's view. NEPA does not
"call for an investigation into disparate economic benefits as a matter of
environmental justice" because "nothing" in the executive order or NEPA
"suggest[s] that a failure to receive an economic benefit should be considered
tantamount to a disproportionate impact." n24 As to perceived disparities in the
distribution of tax receipts from the project, the Commission noted that "NEPA
simply is not the vehicle, and [the] NRC not the forum." for resolving the question
of whether a state's tax policies are discriminatory. n25

2. Clinton’s executive order has been Interpreted in a narrow fashion

Tyson R. Smith, Attorney with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission: J.D.
2003. Lewis and Clark Law School. Missouri Environmental Law & Policy Review
2004/2005 p.In

The Commission agreed that "the executive order asks agencies to consider
environmental justice implications only when disparate environmental effects are
'high and adverse.'™ n26 After recognizing that the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) found the overall environmental impacts on reservation residents
as small to moderate, the Commission concluded that there is. therefore, no
reason to believe that those who fail to share in the financial benefits of the
project are suffering "high and adverse" environmental impacts. n27 "Even though
money (or social services) from [a project] might make it easier for some to
tolerate noise, cultural insult, and unsightliness near the facility, [such] payments
[do not] mitigate environmental harms in the sense of eliminating or minimizing
them." n28 Thus, PFS stands for the proposition that NEPA does not call for a
detailed examination of the distribution of the financial benefits of a proposed
project.
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AT: EPA is the Problem

3. Commissions created by Clinton’s executive order have been very
hesitant to take action

Tyson R. Smith, Attorney with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission: J.D.
2003. Lewis and Clark Law School. Missouri Environmental Law & Policy Review
2004/2005 p.In

Taken together, LES and PFS outline the scope of environmental justice at the
NRC, Through those adjudicatory decisions, the Commission staked out the limits
of what it will consider to be relevant for environmental justice. Instead of taking a
pro-active, pro-community role, the Commission declined to even address whether
there are discriminatory effects of its decisions. By delineating the outer limits of
its understanding of its responsibilities in such a way, the Commission opened the
door for a definitive statement regarding its role in addressing environmental
justice concerns through its licensing and regulatory functions.
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AT: Doesn’t Solve Underlying Racism

1. Communities can unmask racist decision makers

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Once a community believes that a decisionmaking process was unjust, the issue
becomes the mechanism for challenging the perceived injustice. Communities
have two forums in which to respond to political injustice. One forum is legal: an
aggrieved community can claim that procedures intended to foster politically just
decisions were not followed or that decisionmakers discriminated against them.
The other is political: a community can work to unmask the unfairness and hold
decisionmakers accountable for their unfair treatment.

2. Community efforts can put pressure on decision makers

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

It is in the long-term that a community's efforts to achieve political accountability
are most important. While the public exposure of unfair treatment may not be
sufficient to generate the reversal of an individual decision, it may, in the long-
run, increase the accountability of decisionmakers to groups they had earlier
ignored. n157 The more decisionmakers feel themselves accountable to everyone
in the community, the more they are likely to treat all with equal concern and
respect.
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AT: “Right to Pollute”

1. The plan is still an improvement over the status quo — we increase the
cost of pollution in minority communities by raising the amount of energy that
must be produced by renewable energy

2. Replacing dirty fuels with renewable energy helps alleviate
environmental racism caused by fossil fuels

Naomi Kim, California Environmental Justice Movement, February 19, 2008.
www.environmentalhealth.org/Declaration_Against_Trading%20FINALrelease.pdf

The coalition called for policies that directly and significantly reduce emissions, and
focus on moving the state away from the fossil fuel infrastructure because such
fuels are the overwhelming contributor to climate change and have devastating
impacts on the poor and communities of color in California and around the world.
Dr. Henry Clark of the West County Toxics Coalition explained, “"Our people are
sick and dying from the refineries. Trading schemes knowingly concentrate
pollution exacerbating existing ‘hot spots’ in our communities of color. You can’t
buy us off with promises of parks and asthma education programs, and then
somehow think we’ll be ok with subjecting our children to increased cancer risk.”

The EJ Coalition urges others to join their movement in demanding that California
reject the fundamentally flawed trading and offsets approach, and instead adopt
energy efficiency policies, promote zero-carbon cars, and calls on the Legislature
to adopt and the Governor to sign an increased Renewable Portfolio Standard bill.
The coalition also supports the use of consistent carbon pricing mechanisms, such
as a mitigating effects carbon fee, to achieve actual reductions and a genuine
transition to a clean energy economy. “Such a transition could bring about
numerous opportunities; economic benefits, green job creation, and healthier
communities in the fight against climate change,” stated Jose Carmona, a clean
energy advocate. Instead, Carolina Simunovic of Fresno Metro Ministries pointed
out “we’re wasting incredible amounts of time and resources trying to re-design a
failed carbon trading system.”
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AT: “Right to Pollute”

3. RPS helps alleviate environmental injustice

Peggy Raisch, Environmental Research Associate, Mount Shasta Bioregional
Ecology Center, November 10, 2003.
www.energy.ca.gov/portfolio/documents/2004-02-
05_hearing/public_comments/03-11-10_Mount_Shasta.doc

The Phase II Report outlined certification criteria that did not provide a preference
to those renewable projects that would benefit minority populations. The CEC
deferred this very important decision. Although the Report deemed it important to
include other RPS certification criteria for projects, its avoidance of this issue can
be seen as a silent approval to those renewable projects that have documented
Environmental Justice impacts. [See Publication 500 03 049 at page 2: “the
Committee has deferred consideration of the issue of whether it should provide
preference to projects that provide tangible benefits to communities with a
plurality of minority or low-income populations.”].

We believe that the RPS standards should provide preferential support to projects
that have a documented tangible benefits to communities with a plurality of
minority or low-income populations, which means that the projects are void of
Environmental Justice Impacts. We strongly ask for your support of renewable
projects that do not destroy or degrade sacred lands or sacred sites of minority
and low income populations; a position which would indicate that those in
decision-making positions are not discriminating against this population.
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Harms - Environmental Justice — Laws Can Empower

( ) Environmental laws can enhance distribution justice

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Environmental laws play three different roles in the pursuit of environmental
justice. The first is instrumental: environmental laws may provide a legal "hook"
for suits against a project, even if that "hook" does not explicitly relate to the
question of justice. n285 Second, environmental laws could serve, rather than
hinder, the pursuit of distributive justice. New requirements that demographic
impacts be considered in connection with government decisions affecting the
environment provide one mechanism for addressing distributional justice. n286
Passing legislation requiring greater distributional equity would be another. n287
Third, environmental laws may assist in the pursuit of political justice. While the
first and second roles have received some attention in the environmental justice
literature, n288 the role of environmental laws in the pursuit of political justice has
not received sufficient attention. The remainder of this Article addresses this issue.
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AT: EPA Enforcing Now

1. Studies indicate environmental justice is a major harm

Irwin Weintraub, Brooklyn College Library, Electronic Green Journal, June 1994.
http://www.mapcruzin.com/EIl/ejigc.html

The report indicated that three out of every five Black and Hispanic Americans
lived in communities with one or more toxic waste sites. Over 15 million African-
American, over 8 million Hispanics, and about 50 percent of Asian/Pacific Islanders
and Native Americans are living in communities with one or more abandoned or
uncontrolled toxic waste sites.

2. There is widespread documentation of environmental racism in the
United States

Irwin Weintraub, Brooklyn College Library, Electronic Green Journal, June 1994.
http://www.mapcruzin.com/El/ejigc.html

A study by the Environmental Protection Agency concluded that socioeconomic
conditions and race are the major factors determining environmental
discrimination. Communities inhabited by poor whites are also vulnerable to toxic
threats. In its two-volume report, Environmental Equity (1992), the Environmental
Protection Agency alluded to the difficulties of assessing the impact of
environmental hazards on low income and minority communities. While admitting
that those communities suffer a disproportionate share of the burden, there
appears to be a general lack of data on the health effects of pollutants in those
communities. The report asserts that environmental and health data are not
routinely collected and analyzed by categories of income and race. Critics maintain
that the information is available but the EPA considers it a public relations issue,
not a civil rights issue, and, therefore, does not take the claims seriously enough
to gather the necessary data by income and race. (U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency 1992; Satchell 1992; Mohai and Bryant 1992.)
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AT: EPA is Enforcing Now

3. Environmental racism is widespread

Villanova Environmental Law Journal, "Comment: On the Road from Environmental
Racism to Environmental Justice”. 1994. 5 Vill. Envtl. L.]. 449 p.lexis

The racial composition of areas surrounding hazardous waste facilities may also
impact the degree to which environmental laws and regulations are enforced. n59
By enforcing environmental laws in communities of color significantly less often
than in white communities, regulatory agencies tacitly approve the illicit conduct.
Accordingly, businesses will flock to communities of color because penalties will be
non-existent or low enough to be considered an acceptable cost of conducting
business. n60

Due to the lack of commentary on this subject, the National Law Journal ("NLJ")
conducted an investigative report in 1992. The NLJ report was a comprehensive
survey of "every U.S. environmental lawsuit concluded in the past seven years."
n61 The key findings include the following: (1) penalties under hazardous waste
laws at sites having the greatest white population were approximately 500%
higher than penalties at sites with the greatest minority popu [*461] lation; n62
(2) with respect to federal environmental laws governing air, water, and waste
pollution, penalties in white areas were forty-six percent higher than in
communities of color; n63 (3) under the CERCLA cleanup program, abandoned
hazardous waste sites in communities of color take twenty percent longer to be
placed on the national priority list than those in white areas; n64 (4) at sites
located in communities of color, EPA chooses containment seven percent more
often than the cleanup method preferred under the law; n65 and (5) at sites
located in white communities, EPA orders permanent treatment twenty-two
percent more often than containment. n66 The NLJ found that the racial imbalance
evidenced by these findings often occurs regardless of whether the community is
wealthy or poor. n67 Although it was only one study, the NLJ investigative report's
findings are so striking that they cannot be ignored by policymakers and
environmentalists. n68
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AT: EPA is Enforcing Now

( ) Minority communities are most likely to bear the costs of pollution

Irwin Weintraub, Brooklyn College Library, Electronic Green Journal, June 1994.
http://www.mapcruzin.com/EIl/ejigc.html

Studies suggest clear relationships between a high concentration of minority
populations, or low average incomes, with an unhealthy environment. Poor people
do not have the economic means to leave their neighborhoods for resettlement
elsewhere. Housing discrimination often makes it difficult to find alternative
dwellings at affordable rates. Industries that pollute are attracted to poor
neighborhoods because land values, incomes, and other costs of doing business
are lower. The industries are drawn to poor neighborhoods where political power
and community resources to fight back are weak or lacking. Higher income areas
are usually more successful in preventing or controlling the entry of polluting
industries to their communities. (Mohai and Bryant 1992.).

( ) Minority communities are uniquely vulnerable to environmental
racism

Tara Ulezalka, Associate, Law Offices of Michael S. Lamonsoff. J.D., 2005,
Brooklyn Law School. "ARTICLE: Race and Waste: The Quest for Environmental
Justice” Temple Journal of Science, Technology & Environmental Law, 2007
p.lexis.

A study commissioned by the United Church of Christ concluded it was "'virtually
impossible' that the nation's commercial hazardous waste facilities are distributed
disproportionately in minority communities merely by chance; therefore in all
likelihood underlying factors related to race play a role in the location of these
facilities." n11 These underlying factors include: 1) availability of cheap land; 2)
lack of opposition to the siting of the facility due to lack of political resources and
clout; 3) inability to "walk with their feet" or lack of mobility resulting from poverty
and housing discrimination; and 4) poverty. n12 These characteristics contribute
to communities' vulnerability to unfair sitings of waste and polluting industries
and, thus, their disproportionate exposure to environmental risk. n13
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Harms - Environmental Justice — National Solution Necessary

( ) Environmental racism requires a national solution to widespread
discrimination

Tara Ulezalka, Associate, Law Offices of Michael S. Lamonsoff. J.D., 2005,
Brooklyn Law School. "ARTICLE: Race and Waste: The Quest for Environmental
Justice” Temple Journal of Science, Technology & Environmental Law, 2007
p.lexis.

Environmental racism is a nationwide problem. Much is at stake in the quest for
justice in environmental law and policy. Environmental racism has given new
recognition to the fact that the structural oppression of people of color in this
society manifests itself in more ways than traditional civil rights-based paradigms
have previously recognized. Formal rights to basic necessities such as
employment, [*73] voting, and other amenities in modern life are now secure.
There remains the nagging reality that, despite calls for a race-neutral
consciousness, racial differences continue to exist in the distribution of benefits
and burdens borne by individuals in this society. In the end, the environmental
movement needs to meet the challenge of providing social justice by exploring the
limitations of the current decision-making process and achieving a safe
environment for us all. It seems as though the residents of Chester have helped
put this process into motion. It is now time for a nationwide solution.
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Harms - Environmental Justice = No Commitment Now

( ) There is no commitment to fight environmental justice

Catherine Komp, The New Standard, October 10, 2006.
http://newstandardnews.net/content/index.cfm/items/3746

The federal government prioritized the issue more than a decade ago, when
President Bill Clinton issued a 1994 executive order requiring the EPA to convene a
working group of 17 federal agencies to review how their programs affect low-
income populations and communities of color. But groups and federal auditors
have been questioning the working group?s progress ever since. According to the
EPA?s Office of Inspector General, 60 percent of program and regional office
directors were not conducting environmental justice reviews at all. The September
18 report also found that 87 percent of offices responding to the EPA?s survey said
Agency management had not asked them to conduct environmental justice
reviews on the Agency?s programs, policies and activities.

( ) The EPA has failed to implement the executive order

Catherine Komp, The New Standard, October 10, 2006.
http://newstandardnews.net/content/index.cfm/items/3746

This is not the first time the inspector general found the EPA was not fulfilling the
executive order. In a 75-page report released in March 2004, the inspector general
stated that EPA had not fully implemented the 1994 order and had not
"consistently integrated environmental justice into its day-to-day operations." "It?s
about time," Eaves told The NewStandard, in reference to the inspector general?s
new report. "Many of us have been working on this issue for years and years and
years and years, and we knew that EPA was not doing their job."

( ) The EPA is failing to meet environmental justice standards

Catherine Komp, The New Standard, October 10, 2006.
http://newstandardnews.net/content/index.cfm/items/3746

In its response to the inspector general, the EPA admitted that it has not
conducted environmental justice reviews. It said it has instead integrated
"environmental justice considerations into its strategic plan." But that plan, a draft
of which was released in June 2005, was slammed by dozens of groups and
lawmakers. It proposed to eliminate references to race and class as an
environmental justice consideration
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Harms - Environmental Justice — AT: Income, Not Race

1. Studies confirm that race is an important factor in environmental
decisions

Rachel Morello-Frosch, Assistant Professor San Francisco State University,
“"ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S "RISKSCAPE” The
Distribution of Air Toxics Exposures and Health Risks Among Diverse
Communities”. URBAN AFFAIRS REVIEW, Vol. 36, No. 4, March 2001

Past research on “environmental justice” has often failed to systematically link
hazard proximity with quantifiable health risks. The authors employ recent
advances in air emissions inventories and modeling techniques to consider a broad
range of outdoor air toxics in Southern California and to calculate the potential
lifetime cancer risks associated with these pollutants. They find that such risks are
attributable mostly to transportation and small-area sources and not the usually
targeted large-facility pollution emissions. Multivariate regression suggests that
race plays an explanatory role in risk distribution even after controlling for other
economic, land-use, and population factors. This pattern suggests the need for
innovative emissions reduction efforts as well as specific strategies to alter the
spatial and racial character of the environmental “riskscape” in urban centers.

2. Despite income influences - race still plays an important role in
pollution locations

Rachel Morello-Frosch, Assistant Professor San Francisco State University,
“"ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S “"RISKSCAPE"” The
Distribution of Air Toxics Exposures and Health Risks Among Diverse
Communities”. URBAN AFFAIRS REVIEW, Vol. 36, No. 4, March 2001

Figure 4 shows how the racial/ethnic disparities in estimated cancer risks persist
across household income strata. The y-axis shows a population-weighted
individual excess cancer risk estimate for each racial and economic category, and
the x-axis displays nine annual household income categories ranging from less
than $5,000 to more than $100,000. As indicated in the figure legend, each line in
the graph represents one of four racial/ethnic groups, which include Anglos,
African-Americans, Asians, and Latinos. Asians, African-Americans, and Latinos
have the highest population cancer risk indices, with nearly 50% higher risk levels
than Anglos. Although risk levels tend to decline for all groups as household
income increases, the gap between residents of color and Anglos is fairly
consistent across income strata.
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Harms - Environmental Justice — AT: Income, Not Race

3. Statistical analysis demonstrates that environmental racism is not from
income disparities

Rachel Morello-Frosch, Assistant Professor San Francisco State University,
“"ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S "RISKSCAPE” The
Distribution of Air Toxics Exposures and Health Risks Among Diverse
Communities”. URBAN AFFAIRS REVIEW, Vol. 36, No. 4, March 2001

Previous environmental research has not effectively addressed the question
of what disparate pollution exposures mean for potentially inequitable
distributions of health risks among diverse communities. This study has
sought to examine this issue by assessing the distributional pattern of lifetime
cancer risks associated with air toxics in Southern California. Results indicate
that lifetime cancer risk estimates are high for all residents in the region;
overall cancer risks from outdoor hazardous air pollution in Southern California
exceed the Clean Air Act goal of one in a million by at least one to three
orders of magnitude, with these risks attributable mostly to transportation
and small-area source emissions. Moreover, race/ethnicity plays a persistent
explanatory role in the distribution of these risks, even after controlling for
well-known causes of pollution such as population density, income, land use,
and a proxy for political power and assets (home ownership).

4. Dirty energy is disproportionately placed in minority communities

Rachel Morello-Frosch, Assistant Professor San Francisco State University,
“"ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S “RISKSCAPE"” The
Distribution of Air Toxics Exposures and Health Risks Among Diverse
Communities”. URBAN AFFAIRS REVIEW, Vol. 36, No. 4, March 2001

Finally, although this statistical analysis illustrates how inequities in

health risk are spread among Southern California’s diverse communities, it
sheds little light on their origins or the reasons for their persistence. Some
critics, for example, contend that minority residents may congregate in more
highly polluted areas, perhaps because of lower housing prices (Oakes,
Anderton, and Anderson 1996). However, recent research has suggested that
at least for one class of hazards in Southern California, disproportionate siting
matters far more than any postsiting minority move-in (Pastor, Sadd, and
Hipp forthcoming).
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AT: Hegemony Low Now

1. All of their evidence is speculative — The United States many lose its
position as the top international player in 10 or 20 years, but there is consensus
that the US is still the hegemon.

2. Their arguments are all brink arguments for the affirmative - Their
arguments indicate the United States is moving dangerously close to losing its
international power, but it can still be saved by improving our economy.

3. The United States is still dominating international politics

Forbes, 5/1/2008 http://www.forbes.com/home/2008/04/30/hegemony-global-
culture-biz-wash-cx_0501oxford.html

In international politics, hegemony now refers to either the dominance of one
power on the global stage or the regional predominance of a single country.

Such "hegemonic dominance" rests on cultural influence, non-military resources
and economic power. Russia's influence over its "near abroad" is an obvious
example, as is U.S. sway in Canada and Central America; Washington is also
sometimes described as the "global hegemon." China might increasingly be seen
to exhibit some hegemonic characteristics in Southeast Asia.

4. The US maintains its military dominance

Forbes, 5/1/2008 http://www.forbes.com/home/2008/04/30/hegemony-global-
culture-biz-wash-cx_0501oxford.html

-Military might: U.S. defense spending continues massively to overshadow the
military outlays of other societies. Substantial elements of the U.S. armed forces
are still permanently based in many areas abroad. While this overseas basing is, in
part, a residual of the old Cold War security apparatus, many areas of the world
welcome these troops as the guarantors of stability and the regional balance of
power.

35
332 S. Michigan Ave, Suite. 500 [ NAUDL | 312-427-0175

Chicago, lllinois 60604 www.urbandebate.org




NAUDL Core Files 2008/09 2/2
RPS Aff
Answers to Hegemony Low Now

AT: Hegemony Low Now

5. US is a still number one due to its influence in international
organizations

Forbes, 5/1/2008 http://www.forbes.com/home/2008/04/30/hegemony-global-
culture-biz-wash-cx_0501oxford.html

--International organizations: Washington dominates key international
organizations, notably NATO and the U.N. NATO, which once had a limited
collective security role centered around defending Western Europe from a Soviet
attack, is slowly moving toward an expanded "out of area" mission under U.S.
prodding. Despite President George W. Bush's occasionally confrontational stance
toward the U.N., the United States remains highly influential there due to the size
of its financial contribution and Security Council veto power.
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AT: No Soft Balancing

1. There are many examples of Soft Balancing in the past few years - From
the UN veto against an invasion of Iraq to the Russia-China fridneship agreement,
there are many examples of soft balancing happening.

2. Hard Balancing can still happen — The lac outlines a scenario for both soft
balancing and hard balancing. Countries can still overtake US competitiveness and
technological lead and use their militaries to overtake the US.

3. Nations are beginning to soft balance after the Iraq war

T.V. Paul is James McGill Professor of International Relations at McGill University,
Canada, “Soft Balancing in the age of US Primacy” International Security, Vol. 30,
No. 1 (Summer 2005),

Nevertheless, second-tier major powers—barring the United Kingdom—are
concerned about the increasing unilateralism of the United States and its post-
September 11 tendency to intervene militarily in sovereign states and forcibly
change regimes that pursue anti-U.S. policies (such as Iraq). In this new envi-
ronment, the second-ranking states are taking steps—including bandwagon-
ing, buck-passing, and free-riding—both to constrain U.S. power and to
maintain their security and inouence. They have also begun to engage in “soft
balancing,” which involves the formation of limited diplomatic coalitions or
ententes, especially at the United Nations, with the implicit threat of upgrad-
ing their alliances if the United States goes beyond its stated goals.
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4. Soft balancing is the only explanation why nations have not greatly
expanded military capabilities after the cold war

T.V. Paul is James McGill Professor of International Relations at McGill University,
Canada, “Soft Balancing in the age of US Primacy” International Security, Vol. 30,
No. 1 (Summer 2005),

Balance of power theory, rooted in hard-balancing strategies such as arms
buildups and alliance formation, does not seem to explain current great power
behavior. In the post-Cold War era, second-tier great power states have been
pursuing limited, tacit, or indirect balancing strategies largely through coali-
tion building and diplomatic bargaining within international institutions,

short of formal bilateral and multilateral military alliances. These institutional
and diplomatic strategies, which are intended to constrain U.S. power, consti-
tute forms of soft balancing. Second-tier states that engage in soft balancing
develop diplomatic coalitions or ententes with one another to balance a pow-
erful state or a rising or potentially threatening power.
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5. Soft balancing best explains the post cold war international system -
such as votes in the UN Security Council

T.V. Paul is James McGill Professor of International Relations at McGill University,
Canada, “Soft Balancing in the age of US Primacy” International Security, Vol. 30,
No. 1 (Summer 2005),

In the post-Cold War era, soft balancing has become an attractive strategy
through which second-tier major powers are able to challenge the legitimacy of
the interventionist policies of the United States and its allies both internationally
and in U.S. domestic public opinion. There is an international consensus that
foreign intervention, even for humanitarian purposes, needs the “collective
legitimation” of the United Nations or a multilateral regional institution. The
success of a U.S.-led intervention, especially one for humanitarian purposes,
depends on post-intervention peacekeeping and stabilization support offered by
the UN and its members. The United States would find it difficult to obtain troops
from other countries for postwar reconstruction efforts without the support of the
UN Security Council.

6. Lack of territorial threat is causing nations to favor “soft balancing”
T.V. Paul is James McGill Professor of International Relations at McGill University,

Canada, “Soft Balancing in the age of US Primacy” International Security, Vol. 30,
No. 1 (Summer 2005),

Hard balancing no longer has an appeal for second-tier powers because

they do not believe, at least as of now, that the United States is a threat to their
sovereign existence. They are, however, worried about the unilateralism and
interventionist tendencies in U.S. foreign policy, especially since September 11,
2001, and they have resorted to less threatening soft-balancing means to
achieve their objective of constraining the power of the United States without
unnecessarily provoking retribution. Thus, if balancing implies restraining the
power and threatening behavior of the hegemonic actor, strategies other than
military buildups and alliance formation should be included in balance of

power theory.
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1. Decreasing the cost of doing business is still important — The plan
reduces the cost of doing business in the United States because companies are not
trapped into using fossil fuels.

2. Green jobs will help the economy

International Herald Tribune, March 26, 2008.
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/03/26/business/gcollar.php?page=2

"The development of a green economy creates a broad new set of opportunities,”
Quam said. "When I first started looking at this area, many people commented on
how this will be as big as the Internet. But this is so much bigger than the
Internet. The only comparable example we can find is the Industrial Revolution. It
will affect every business and every industry."

Jones, the president of Green for All, joined the green economy after graduating
from Yale Law School. He became executive director of the Ella Baker Center for
Human Rights in Oakland, using that position to start a program that trains low-
income workers in how to weatherize homes and install solar panels. Jones calls
such jobs green pathways out of poverty. "We need people who are highly
educated at the theoretical level," he said, "and we need people who are highly
educated at the level of skilled labor."

3. Green collar jobs are high quality jobs

International Herald Tribune, March 26, 2008.
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/03/26/business/gcollar.php?page=2

Pennsylvania's efforts have been helped by the presence of many skilled
manufacturing workers in the state and its commitment to having 18.5 percent of
its power come from renewable sources by 2020. "We have gone after this sector
first and foremost because the green of the sector is important, because it is the
green that goes into the pocketbooks and wallets of workers," said Kathleen
McGinty, the state environmental secretary. "They are good-paying jobs, jobs that
often require advanced skills."
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4. RPS would cause more job growth

Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned
Scientists, “The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

Renewable energy technologies tend to create more jobs than fossil fuel
technologies because they are more labor-intensive. A large share of the
expenditures for renewable energy is spent onmanufacturing equipment, and
installing and maintaining it. With biomass, money is also spent on fuel, but
usually from sources that are within 50 miles of a biomass plant, because it is too
expensive to transport it for long distances. Therefore, renewable energy facilities
avoid the need to export cash to import fuel from other states, regions, or
countries— keeping money circulating in the local economy, and creating more
local jobs.

5. RPS would create jobs across the economy
Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned

Scientists, “The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

Using UCS assumptions, we project that by 2020 the 20 percent RPS would
generate more than 355,000 jobs in manufacturing, construction, operation,
maintenance, and other industries—nearly twice as many as fossil fuels,
representing a net increase of 157,480 jobs (Figure 4). Renewable energy would
also provide an additional $8.2 billion in income and $10.2 billion in gross
domestic product in the U.S. economy in 2020.
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6. RPS would benefit consumers and help the economy

Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned
Scientists, “The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

Using UCS assumptions for renewable energy technologies, average consumer
natural gas prices would be lower than business as usual in nearly every year of
the forecast under the 20 percent RPS, with an average annual reduction of 1.5
percent. In addition, average consumer electricity prices would be lower than
business as usual in every year of the forecast, with an average annual reduction
of 1.8 percent. As a result, the 20 percent RPS would save consumers $49.1 billion
on their electricity and natural gas bills by 2020 (Figure 1).19 All sectors of the
economy would benefit, with commercial, industrial, and residential customers’
total savings reaching $19.1 billion, $17.4 billion, and $12.6 billion, respectively.
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( ) The US is behind in renewable leadership

Paul Roberts, LA Times, “Power Outage” May 22, 2004.
http://www.energybulletin.net/326.html

Costs for alternatives, such as solar, were still too high to compete with traditional
energy sources, such as oil or coal. But the deeper problem was simply that
government support had vanished. Even as the Reagan administration moved
aggressively to rejuvenate American oil, gas and coal production, providing tax
breaks and subsidies worth billions of dollars, the White House was openly hostile
to alternative energy. The administration cut R&D funding, and in a grand,
symbolic gesture ripped out the solar panels that had been installed on the White
House roof by Reagan's Democratic predecessor, Jimmy Carter. Yet even as
America rediscovered fossil fuels, quite another strategy was unfolding elsewhere:
Both Germany and Japan began aggressively pushing research in solar, wind and
other alternatives. Just as important, both countries have moved to build new
markets for alternative technologies - for instance, by subsidizing homeowner
purchases of solar panels or helping farmers who want to install wind turbines. By
creating more demand, these programs have increased the number of solar cells
or wind turbines being manufactured, which is driving down the unit costs -
ideally, to the point where alternatives can compete directly with conventional
energy.

( ) New signs the US is falling behind in the energy markets

Paul Roberts, LA Times, “"Power Outage” May 22, 2004.
http://www.energybulletin.net/326.html

When it comes to making gas-electric hybrids that actually sell, Toyota and Honda
are the market leaders &€” meaning Ford will probably have its hybrid on the
market much faster than if it developed a complete hybrid system in-house. But
that's the rub. By outsourcing some of its technology needs to Toyota, Ford has
demonstrated yet again how the United States, ostensibly the most technologically
advanced nation in history, is losing a key opportunity not only to shape the next
energy economy, but perhaps to effectively compete in that economy as well. And
given the troubled state of our oil-based energy system, with its growing political,
environmental and supply issues, the failure to be an aggressive player in the new
energy economy could pose serious long-term problems - especially for countries
as energy-hungry as the United States.
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( ) The US is lagging behind in renewable energy

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

The United States has lagged in its commitment to maintain leadership in key
technological and industrial areas, many of which are related to the energy
sector.6 The United States has fallen behind Japan and Germany in the production
of photovoltaic systems, behind Denmark in wind and cogeneration system
deployment, and behind Japan, Germany, and Canada in the development of fuel-
cell systems. Developing these industries within the United States is

vital to the country’s international competitiveness, commercial strength, and
ability to provide for its own energy needs.

( ) The United States is falling behind in renewable energy
Eric Martinot, Ryan Wiser, and Jan Hamrin (Center for Resource Solutions, San

Francisco, 2005) www.resource-solutions.org/lib/librarypdfs/IntPolicy-
RE.policies.markets.US.pdf

The United States led the world in renewable energy development for many years.
In the 1990s, that leadership passed to Europe and to a lesser extent Japan for
solar photovoltaics. However, the diversity of policy and market experience,
coupled with a policy resurgence at the state level in the late 1990s,

continued to make the U.S. experience highly relevant to policy-making in China
and other countries. By 2003, the installed renewable electricity capacity of the
United States had reached 19 GW, about 13% of worldwide renewable capacity,
excluding large hydropower (Table 1).
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( ) Europe is pushing for new renewable energy standards

International Herald Tribune, January 28, 2008.
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/01/28/business/rtrinside29.php

With a fervor once reserved for visions of a united Europe, commission officials
depict a new age in which office buildings and homes will produce more energy
than they consume because of solar panels, wind generators and biomass. The
surplus would be sold into the electricity grid. No wonder Big Energy is less than
ecstatic at the prospect. "No country that has made big investments in renewables
has regretted it," said the commission's energy spokesman, Ferran Tarradellas.
For green campaigners, the boldness of the EU program is deceptive. "A 20
percent emissions reduction for the EU from 1990 levels is already only 10 percent
in reality, because we have reduced 10 percent already," said Stefan Singer of the
World Wide Fund for Nature.

( ) Europe is pushing or new green leadership

International Herald Tribune, January 28, 2008.
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/01/28/business/rtrinside29.php

Whether you think it's a green revolution, a missed opportunity or a lurch toward
economic suicide, the European Union's plan to fight climate change is an
ambitious pitch for global leadership. "Energy and environment policy is the New
Frontier of European integration," says Daniel Cohn-Bendit, the Green member of
the European Parliament from Germany who was a student revolutionary in France
the '60s. Leading the world by example in combating global warming could do for
Europe what the Coal and Steel Community did in the 1950s and the drive for the
euro in the 1990s, he contends. The European Commission's president, José
Manuel Barroso, seems to think so, since he has made climate protection his top
priority and hence a key credential of his undeclared campaign for reappointment
in 2009.
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( ) Denmark is ahead of the United States in energy technology

The Winchester Star, April 4, 2008.
http://www.winchesterstar.com/article_details.php?ArticleID=5785

Denmark has been a world leader since the 1970s in promoting renewable energy
resources such as wind power, geothermal energy, and biomass-derived fuels.
Wind power comprises 21 percent of the country’s energy resources. Petersen said
Denmark is an example to other countries around the world of how to maintain a
standard of living while at the same time reducing the impacts on environmental
quality. "Energy policy is the solution to climate change," Petersen told the
students and faculty, adding that the Bush administration has now realized that
climate change is a problem. "Emissions are increasing temperatures."
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( ) Policy inconsistencies are harming us renewable energy
competitiveness

Eric Martinot, Ryan Wiser, and Jan Hamrin (Center for Resource Solutions, San
Francisco, 2005) www.resource-solutions.org/lib/librarypdfs/IntPolicy-
RE.policies.markets.US.pdf

US renewable energy policy has suffered from inconsistency as incentives have
been repeatedly enacted for short periods of time and then suspended. This stop-
and-go tendency has seriously hampered the development of markets and
industries. As a result, the United States, once the world leader in renewable
energy technologies and generation, now lags behind Europe and Japan in many
respects. The up-and-down movement of the wind industry during 2001-2004 due
to expiration of the production tax credit (PTC) is the best example of how
inconsistent policies can affect an industry. The failure of the company LUZ in the
late 1980s to continue developing solar thermal power stations is another. As
Berger wrote in 1997, “federal aid has vacillated....National energy policy—
especially as reflected in the tax code—changes its emphasis too quickly to provide
the long-term stable planning horizon that major new renewable energy
investments require. Foreign governments, meanwhile, give their renewable
energy industries more generous and longer-term support than does the United
States, therefore providing a more predictable operating environment, creating
stiff competition for American renewable energy companies....For all these reasons,
the public’s long-term interests in swiftly bringing a renewable energy economy
into being are neglected.”
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( ) Federal action is necessary to demonstrate effective international
leadership regarding renewable energy

Paul Roberts, LA Times, “Power Qutage” May 22, 2004.
http://www.energybulletin.net/326.html

Sadly, such an attitude at the top not only makes it hard to expand America's
presence in alternative energy, it actually erodes what small success we've
achieved. The American wind industry, for instance, was until recently growing at
30% a year. Helped by a small federal subsidy, U.S. wind farms were nearly cost-
competitive with coal-fired power and even cheaper than power plants burning
natural gas.

Granted, U.S. wind farms were forced to use turbines imported from Europe,
where the wind business is a major source of high-wage jobs that could easily be
American. Nonetheless, the fact remained that a form of alternative energy was
finally gaining a presence in the U.S. energy market. Unfortunately, Congress last
fall failed to renew the small government subsidy for wind power. U.S. lawmakers
have promised to push for the subsidy later this year, but without a clear signal
from the White House, the fate of the program is not clear.

In the meantime, many planned U.S. wind projects are on hold. Experts expect
relatively little development in the U.S. wind market this year a€” even as
European wind farmers and European wind-turbine makers brace for another
banner year. When it comes to Americans and alternative energy, success, not
failure, seems to be our biggest fear.
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2. Government action communicates the energy problem is real and
important

Mona Hymal, Professor of Law at Cornell, Macquarie Law Journal, 2007. Vol 7. pp
125-153

Requirements for subsidy reform include: diffusion of innovative schemes; better
targeting of existing subsidies to improve efficiency and minimise environmental
impact; and improved subsidy design for measures targeting alternative energy
and energy efficiency. Unlike environmental taxes which generate revenue,
subsidies cost money. The level of subsidy needed to encourage the targeted
environmental investment can often be substantial initially as new technologies
often face significant cost barriers to market entry. As a result, governments may
be reluctant to pay large subsidies or they may provide lower subsidies which fail
to induce the sought after changes.185 In addition, designing effective incentives
requires information, not only to determine the level of the subsidy, but also about
the advantages and disadvantages of different technologies in order to induce
individuals and businesses to make the desired choice.186 On the other hand,
individuals often have very little information about environmentally friendly
investments, and government incentives can direct consumers towards these new
technologies.187 Furthermore, subsidies have the potential to bring about
significant change without initially changing everyone’s choices. Individuals lacking
information may follow the actions of those they believe have more information.
For example, as more people buy hybrid vehicles, others will follow potentially
inducing larger scale shifts in behavior.188 Finally, such government actions send
a message to individuals and businesses that environmental problems must be
taken seriously.
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( ) These investments are necessary to long-term research into
renewable energy

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

Renewable energy technologies have made important and dramatic technical,
economic, and operational advances during the past decade. A national energy
policy and climate chang strategy should be formulated around these advances.
Despite dramatic technical and economic advances in clean energy systems, the
United States has seen far too little research and development (R&D) and too few
incentives and sustained programs to build markets for renewable energy
technologies and energy efficiency programs.2 Not since the late1970s has

there been a more compelling and conducive environment for an integrated, large-
scale approach to renewable energy innovation and market expansion.3 Clean,
low-carbon energy choices now make both economic and environmental sense,
and they provide the domestic basis for our energy supply that will provide
security, not dependence on unpredictable overseas fossil fuels.
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( ) Soft power is an effective form of international power

Nathan Gardels, editor of New Perspectives quarterly, “The Rise and Fall of
America’s Soft Power” New Perspectives quarterly, vol. 22 no. 1 winter 2005

In this era of free flows, not hard boundaries, the nature of power itself has
changed. Military might—the idea that power comes from the barrel of a gun—is
associated with territorial defense or conquest. In a world that has moved beyond
borders, power is associated with economic prowess and the sway of hearts and
minds. The same forces that have eroded the nation state have created a global
market and nascent global civil society in their wake. If hegemony is not
consensual in this new domain, it won't long last. Without legitimacy conferred by
consent, the political objectives for which military might is deployed, and for which
a society's wealth must pay, cannot be met. The ability to dominate one's
environment— power—is thus frustrated, if not entirely defeated.

( ) US dominance during the cold war demonstrates the effectiveness of
soft power

Nathan Gardels, editor of New Perspectives quarterly, “The Rise and Fall of
America’s Soft Power” New Perspectives quarterly, vol. 22 no. 1 winter 2005

It is this kind of consensual hegemony on a global scale upon which much of
America's influence in the post WWII era rested. America established consensual
hegemony through the appeal of it ideas realized in practice—as the land of
personal freedom, of equality under the rule of law, of social and economic
opportunity. Abroad, these ideas informed the battle against Fascist and
Communist totalitarianism and for decolonization and self-determination. Indeed,
American freedom and prosperity led Mexico's Nobel laureate Octavio Paz,
expressing the view of many, including his migrating compatriots, to declare
America "the republic of the future." At least up until the Iraq war, and perhaps
during the later stages of Vietnam, this soft power was the legitimating
complement to US military might for much of global public opinion, even within
the populations of the communist bloc and under US-allied authoritarian rulers.
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( ) Cultural and economic appeals have been able to shape international
politics in the past

Nathan Gardels, editor of New Perspectives quarterly, “The Rise and Fall of
America’s Soft Power” New Perspectives quarterly, vol. 22 no. 1 winter 2005

Once globalized, this American soft power not only beat out the competition, but
helped undermine the hard power of the Soviet empire. Even before the arrival of
Gorbachev back in the 1980s, Regis Debray, the French philosopher, champion of
guerrilla warfare and pal of Che Guevara had presciently concluded that there was
"more power in blue jeans and rock and roll than the entire Red Army." Michael
Eisner of Disney was not off base when he said in 1995 that "...the Berlin Wall was
destroyed not by force of Western arms, but by force of Western ideas. And what
was the delivery system for those ideas? It has to be admitted that to an
important degree it was American entertainment. Inherent in the best and worst
of our movies and TV shows, books and records is a sense of individual freedom
and the kind of life liberty can bring. It's in the movies of Steven Spielberg; it's in
the songs of Madonna; it's in the humor of Bill Cosby."
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( ) United States hegemony is necessary to prevent multiple scenarios of
global nuclear war

Khalilzad, Rand Corporation, Spring 1995 (Zalmay, The Washington Quarterly,
Losing the Moment? The United States and the World After the Cold War, vol. 18,
no. 2, p.84)

Under the third option, the United States would seek to retain global leadership
and to preclude the rise of a global rival or a return to multipolarity for the
indefinite future. On balance, this is the best long-term guiding principle and
vision. Such a vision is desirable not as an end in itself, but because a world in
which the United States exercises leadership would have tremendous advantages.
First, the global environment would be more open and more receptive to American
values -- democracy, free markets, and the rule of law. Second, such a world
would have a better chance of dealing cooperatively with the world's major
problems, such as nuclear proliferation, threats of regional hegemony by renegade
states, and low-level conflicts. Finally, U.S. leadership would help preclude the rise
of another hostile global rival, enabling the United States and the world to avoid
another global cold or hot war and all the attendant dangers, including a global
nuclear exchange. U.S. leadership would therefore be more conducive to global
stability than a bipolar or a multipolar balance of power system.
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( ) Federal legislation is necessary to creating a renewable energy
market

Benjamin K. Sovacool, et al. is a former Eugene P. Wigner Fellow at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and a Senior Research Fellow at the
Network for New Energy Choices in New York. The Electricity Journal, *Big Is
Beautiful: The Case for Federal Leadership on a National Renewable Portfolio
Standard “ 2007

State-based renewable portfolio standards (RPS) create regulatory uncertainty for
investors and inherent inequities among ratepayers. Ultimately, federal legislation
can help create a more just, diverse and predictable national market for renewable
resources without significantly increasing aggregate electricity prices.
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( ) The cost of renewable energy has fallen over the past 30 years

Herzog, Post Doc. Fellow at Berkeley, (Antonia V. "Renewable Energy: A Viable
Choice” Environment, Vol 43 No. 10.) December 2001.
http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.html

There has been significant progress in cost reductions made by renewable
technologies (see Figure 1).7 In general, renewable energy systems are
characterized by low or no fuel costs, although operation and maintenance costs
can be considerable. Systems such as photovoltaics contain far fewer mechanically
active parts than comparable fossil fuel combustion systems, and are therefore
likely to be less costly to maintain in the long term. Costs of solar and wind power
systems have dropped substantially in the past 30 years and continue to decline.
For decades, the prices of oil and natural gas have been, as one research group
noted, “predictably unpredictable”8. Recent analyses have shown that generating
capacity from wind and solar energy can be added at low incremental costs
relative to additions of fossil fuel-based generation. Geothermal and wind can be
competitive with modern combined-cycle power plants—and geothermal, wind,
and biomass all have lower total costs than advanced coalfired plants, once
approximate environmental costs are included (see Figure 2).9Environmental
costs are based, conservatively, on the direct damage to the terrestrial and river
systems from mining and pollutant emissions, as well as the impacts on crop
yields and urban areas. The costs would be considerably higher if the damage
caused by global warming were to be estimated and included.
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( ) Renewable have become as cheap as traditional energy

Dr. Antonia V. Herzon, Berkely Post Doc Fellow. “A National Clean Energy
Strategy” February 16, 2001. http://rael.berkeley.edu/old-site/papers.htmi

In the last decade the case for renewable energy has become compelling
economically, socially, and environmentally. For many years renewables were seen
as environmentally and socially attractive options that at best occupied niche
markets due to barriers of cost and available infrastructure. That

situation has dramatically changed. Renewable energy resources and technologies
- notably solar, wind, small-scale hydro, and biomass based energy, as well as
advanced energy conversion devices such as fuel cells - have undergone a
revolution in technological innovation, cost improvements, and

in our understanding and analysis of appropriate applications. There are now a
number of energy sources, conversion technologies, and applications, where
renewable energy options are either equal, or better, in price, and equal, or
better, in services provided than are the prevailing coal, oil, and gas

technologies. For example, in a growing number of settings in industrialized
nations, wind energy is now the /east cost option across all energy technologies
with the added benefits of being quick to

install and bring on-line, and modular. In fact, some farmers in the Midwest can
generate more income per hectare from the electricity generated by a wind turbine
on their land than from their crop or ranching proceeds. Furthermore, photovoltaic
panels and solar hot water heaters placed on buildings and houses across America
could help reduce consumers’ energy costs, produce a healthier living
environment, and increase our energy supply while stabilizing our energy demand.
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( ) State level success demonstrates how successful a national RPS can
be

Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned
Scientists, “The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

The RPS has emerged as a popular and effective tool used by a growing number of
states to reduce market barriers and stimulate new renewable energy
development. Driven in part by early successes in the states, and recognition of
the many benefits that significantly increasing renewable energy use can provide
the entire nation, advocates have been calling for a national RPS for nearly a
decade. A national RPS has passed three times in the U.S. Senate from 2002 to
2005, but has failed to become law. Leadership in the 110th Congress has
indicated interest in continuing the national RPS debate as part of an effort to
increase America’s energy independence and reduce global warming emissions.
For several years EIA and UCS have been conducting analyses to project the costs
and benefits of various RPS proposals. The analyses demonstrate that under a
wide range of assumptions, a 20 percent national RPS is achievable, and would
save consumers money by reducing natural gas and electricity prices. The
analyses also show that a national RPS would diversify the electricity system,
promote local economic development, improve the nation’s energy security and
reliability, and achieve important reductions in global warming emissions. Even
under a 10 percent RPS, both UCS and EIA analyses show Americans would see all
of these benefits, but at lower levels than what would occur under a 20 percent
RPS.
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Solvency - Credit Trading

( ) Renewable credit trading is the most efficient way of promoting
renewable energy

Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned
Scientists, “The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

Finally, a national RPS would establish uniform rules for the most efficient trading
of renewable energy credits (RECs). This uniformity could further reduce
renewable energy technology costs by creating economies of scale and a national
market for the most cost-effective resources; inducing renewable energy
development in the regions of the country where they are the most cost-effective;
and reducing transaction costs, by enabling suppliers to buy credits and avoid
having to negotiate many small contracts with individual renewable energy
projects.
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Renewable Energy Helps the Economy

( ) High energy prices hurt the US economy

Institute for 21% Century Energy, “Fats, Choices, and Challenges” 2007
http://www.energyxxi.org/xxi/Resources/facts_security.htm

The impact of energy on jobs, business, and the economy extends far beyond the
energy sector itself. Increases in prices mean that consumers have less to spend
on other goods and services. Higher energy costs result in lower returns on capital
investment, making each worker less productive and adversely affecting wages.
Corporate decisions on where to locate, expand, and create jobs depend
significantly on the reliability and affordability of fuel and power. Energy imports
also substantially expand the U.S. trade deficit. By one estimate, on average,
every time oil prices go up 10%, 150,000 Americans lose their jobs. The impact of
potential supply disruptions—as the result of terrorism, weather, global
competition for resources, or bad policy decisions— would be even more
devastating to our economy, mobility, and even our ability to defend the nation.

( ) Renewable energy has stronger price stability than traditional energy

Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned
Scientists, “The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

Lacking long fuel supply chains, renewable energy facilities are also not vulnerable
to supply shortages or disruptions, price spikes, price increases, or price
manipulation. And because they do not use volatile fuel or produce dangerous
wastes, renewable energy facilities (except large hydropower dams) do not
present inviting targets for sabotage or attack.

( ) Renewable energy is very stable
Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned

Scientists, “"The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

Typically, contracts for natural gas generation are variably priced, which leaves
utilities and their customers exposed to periods of price volatility such as that
which has plagued the U.S. gas industry since 2000. By contrast, generation from
renewable energy systems is normally sold under fixed-price contracts. Increasing
the amount of renewable energy included in a utilities’ energy portfolio can provide
an important hedge against this gas price risk.
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Renewable Energy Helps the Economy

( ) RPS would help the US economy

Alan Nogee et al. Clean Energy Program Director with the Union of Concerned
Scientists, “The Projected Impacts of a National Renewable Portfolio Standard” The
Electricity Journal, May 2007.

A national RPS can help improve the U.S. economy in other ways. Renewable
energy can greatly benefit struggling rural economies, by providing new income
for farmers, ranchers, and landowners from biomass energy production,wind
power lease payments, and local ownership. Property tax revenues from
renewable energy facilities can also help local communities pay for schools and
vital public services. Table 3 compares the economic development benefits of the
20 percent by 2020 and 10 percent by 2020 national RPS scenarios analyzed using
UCS assumptions.
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Environmental Justice Harms 1NC Frontline

1. RPS allows for dirty energy

Energy Justice Network, 2007, http://www.energyjustice.net/rps/.

Unfortunately, many of the RPS laws in other states allow existing and dirty
"renewables" to qualify. However, some stronger RPS bills have been put forth. A
model RPS bill - the strongest and cleanest in the nation - was introduced in the
Pennsylvania Senate in early November 2003.

2. Alternative causalities — many non-energy environmental injustices

Maine Law Review, 2005. "Comment: Environmental Injustice and the Problem of
the Law” 57 Me. L. Rev. 209

Documentation of race and income disparities in pollution exposure has been
mounting since the release of the influential 1987 study by the United Church of
Christ's Commission for Racial Justice, which reported that three out of every five
blacks and Latinos, and approximately half of all Asians and American Indians, live
in communities with uncontrolled toxic waste sites. n10 A 1994 update to the
study found that the concentrations of racial minorities living in close proximity to
toxic waste sites had increased. n11 A study of the health effects of pesticides on
farm workers by the World Resource Institute found that approximately 313,000 of
the two million farm workers in the United States -- ninety percent of whom are
people of color -- suffer from pesticide poisoning each year. n12 Of these, between
800 and 1,000 die as a direct result of their pesticide exposure. n13 Studies of
blood lead levels in children have shown that "children from poor families are eight
times more likely to be poisoned than those from higher income families, and
[*213] African-American children are five times more likely to be poisoned than
white children." n14 A recent study of the Southern California Air Basin found that
people of color had a consistently higher cancer risk due to air toxics than did
whites, with Latinos having the highest risk. n15 These disparities persisted after
controlling for income and for other causes of pollution. Similarly, a study of the
distribution of toxic chemicals registered and reported in the Toxics Release
Inventory (TRI) found that "all other things being equal, residential areas with
large concentrations of African-Americans and Hispanics are exposed to
substantially higher levels of TRI pollutants.” n16
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3. Executive order provides government access to communities

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

President Clinton's February 1994 Executive Order 12,898 not only includes
mechanisms to improve distributional outcomes; it is also designed to improve the
decisionmaking process. The Order is [*252] intended "to provide minority
communities and low-income communities access to public information on, and an
opportunity for public participation in, matters relating to human health or the
environment." n141 The Executive Order requires that agencies provide the
mechanisms necessary for minority or low-income groups to participate effectively
in government decisions. n142 The Council on Environmental Quality's draft
guidance on Executive Order 12,898's application to the NEPA process encourages
agencies to develop innovative methods for reaching out to community
organizations and others who are less likely to keep track of formal notice in
government documents. n143 Environmental justice advocates expect that
Executive Order 12,898's two-pronged approach - requiring (1)the compilation and
consideration of demographic information, and (2)the improvement of public
participation mechanisms - will result in fairer decisionmaking. n144

4. Environmental justice does not remedy underlying racism

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

While the environmental justice literature generally acknowledges the strategic
value of environmental litigation, some of the literature argues that this remedy
fails to address the deeper roots of the problem: discrimination. n280 The
underlying issue is the political and economic status of the affected community
and the extent to which that community is treated fairly. Strategies like bringing
an environmental lawsuit or participating in environmental proceedings are
unlikely to address these basic concerns. n281
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5. Credits create a “right to pollute” that harm minority communities

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

To the extent that older facilities might find it more economical to purchase the
"rights to pollute" than adopt new pollution control techniques, these areas are
less likely to benefit from the restrictions imposed by environmental laws and
may, in some instances, be harmed by them. As a corollary, those communities
with facilities which choose to reduce emissions by more than the amount required
by applicable standards and sell the resulting "rights to pollute" will receive
disproportionately greater benefits from the trading system. To the extent that the
older facilities choosing to buy pollution credits rather than adopt pollution control
techniques are disproportionately located in poor or minority areas, these
communities will receive less of the benefits and more of the harms of
environmental regulations than other communities. n241

6. Environmental laws harm minority communities

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

As described in the environmental justice literature, environmental laws may
exacerbate unequal environmental conditions because communities with ample
resources are able to use environmental and zoning laws in ways that those with
fewer resources cannot. As suggested above, when it comes to the siting of
undesirable land uses, affluent communities are more likely to have the resources
to participate effectively in environmental review and other environmental
proceedings than poorer communities. n255 Wealthy communities can afford to
hire experts to analyze government documents, appear in public hearings, and
bring suit against the decision makers on both procedural and substantive issues.
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7. Environmental justice will not lead to political equality

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Ultimately, when a burdened group's assertions are not believed, their objection to
the siting decision may be seen as just another instance of the widespread "Not In
My Backyard" phenomenon. n297 NIMBY is seen as a selfish position: don't bother
us; bother someone else. NIMBY claims do not, on their own terms, raise
questions of political justice. n298 Consequently, the community will inevitably
confront the following questions: Is the claim for environmental justice simply a
way to mask self-interested NIMBY attitudes in politically-correct clothing? Is a
claim in opposition to a facility a claim for justice simply because it is expressed by
a minority or low-income community? Without an answer to these questions, a
community will not be able to demonstrate political injustice.

8. EPA will not enforce environmental justice standards

Environment News Service, September 20, 2006 http://www.ens-
newswire.com/ens/sep2006/2006-09-20-09.asp

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is failing to conduct required reviews to
ensure that low-income and minority communities are getting the same
environmental protections as other communities, according to a new report by the
agency's inspector general. EPA senior management "has not sufficiently directed
program and regional offices to conduct environmental justice reviews" in
accordance with a 1994 executive order that mandated such reviews, the
inspector general said. "Consequently, the majority of respondents reported their
programs or offices have not performed environmental justice reviews." The
executive order, issued by President Bill Clinton, directs agencies to make
environmental justice a part of their mission by reviewing the effects of their
programs on minority and low-income populations. The 21-page report was made
public Tuesday. It found that some 60 percent of respondents had not conducted
the reviews, the report said, and 87 percent of the agency's programs or offices
had not even been asked to do them. "Until these program and regional offices
perform environmental justice reviews, the agency cannot determine whether its
programs cause disproportionately high and adverse human health or
environmental effects on minority and low-income populations," the report said.
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( ) Federal government leads to dirty energy

Energy Justice Network, 2007, http://www.energyjustice.net/rps/.

On the national level, the only RPS being seriously considered is one that almost
got included in the much larger energy bill that narrowly avoided passage in
November 2007. A majority of U.S. Senators have expressed support for it, but it
may be excluded from the bill by Democratic leadership who worry that it'll be too
controversial to survive a filibuster or presidential veto. There are two huge
problems with supporting a national RPS. First of all, the RPS that would be passed
in this Congress would have a dirty definition of renewables -- one that includes
burning of toxic landfill gas and poultry waste and which may even be amended to
include trash incineration as renewable "biomass" energy. This poses major
environmental justice concerns. The other main problem is that if the RPS bill
passes as part of the larger energy bill, the promoting the policy could help pass
the subsidies for nuclear power, coal and agrofuels which are also likely to be
included in the 2007 energy bill.
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( ) Energy is not the only environmental injustice

Maine Law Review, 2005. "Comment: Environmental Injustice and the Problem of
the Law” 57 Me. L. Rev. 209

These findings represent just a sampling of what is now known about
environmental injustice. The methodologies of these studies have also been the
subject of debate. n17 Indeed, EPA concluded in 1992, based on its own review of
the research, that "racial minority and low income populations experience higher
than average exposures to certain air pollutants, hazardous waste facilities (and
by implication, hazardous waste), contaminated fish, and agricultural pesticides."
nl8

( ) The root of environmental injustice is the lack of minority
participation in environmental movements

Villanova Environmental Law Journal, "Comment: On the Road from Environmental
Racism to Environmental Justice”. 1994. 5 Vill. Envtl. L.]J. 449 p.lexis

Responses to the charges that the lack of representation of people of color is a
contributing factor to the incidence of environmental racism point to reasons other
than race. Proffered explanations include views that: (1) people of color are not
concerned about environmental issues; n80 (2) African-Americans still feel un
[*464] welcome in the environmental arena from which they have historically
been excluded; n81 and (3) people of color lack the resources and confidence
necessary to induce political change. n82 Nevertheless, the result of
underrepresentation in the political sphere is the neglect of concerns of people of
color. n83 This neglect increases the burdens and risks of environmental
protection policies shouldered by people of color.
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( ) Itis already federal law to review environmental justice impacts of
projects

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

The Order further requires all federal agencies to develop an environmental justice
strategy that identifies the distributional implications of existing programs and
requires the agencies to propose revisions to improve distributional fairness. n100
It mandates that federal agencies gather information regarding demographic
consequences, n101 and requires government agencies to consider the
demographic implications of their decisions. n102 By explicitly requiring that
demographic information be gathered and incorporated into decisionmaking
processes, environmental justice advocates hope that the Executive Order will lead
to a fairer distribution of the consequences of federal agency actions. n103

( ) All projects must have an environmental impact statement

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

The Executive Order makes clear that existing laws, such as the National
Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA"), already require agencies to consider
demographic effects. NEPA requires the preparation [*246] of an environmental
impact statement ("EIS") in connection with all major federal actions having a
significant environmental impact. n104 The White House memorandum on the
Executive Order explicitly states that "[e]ach Federal agency shall analyze the
environmental effects, including human health, economic and social effects, of
Federal actions, including effects on minority communities and low-income
communities, when such analysis is required by [NEPA]." n105 The Council on
Environmental Quality, the agency responsible for NEPA regulations, has issued an
Interim Final Guidance to explain implementation of the Executive Order in the
NEPA context. n106
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( ) Despite impact test prevents intensifying environmental injustice

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Once a siting decision resulting in distributional inequity has occurred, the
guestion becomes the availability of redress. A remedy would be available only
where the burdened community could articulate a right to a particular
distributional outcome. Where the burdens of undesirable land uses have not been
proportionately distributed, authors in the environmental justice movement have
suggested legal remedies based on "disparate impacts." In general, they argue
that if a minority area is already subject to a heavier burden of undesirable land
uses than a white area and the proposed siting would intensify that impact, then
the proposal could be said to have a "disparate impact." n116 On its face, the
disparate impact test thus for [*248] goes an inquiry into the decisionmaking
process and the attitudes motivating the siting decision. n117 It is desighed to
prevent a further intensification of disparate burdens.

( ) No enforcement for environmental justice - the legal requirements
are difficult to prove

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

To date, communities who have challenged local government siting decisions
under the Equal Protection Clause have not met with success. n151 To
demonstrate a violation of the Equal Protection Clause, [*254] plaintiffs must
prove that the defendants' siting decision intentionally discriminated against them.
n152 Although discriminatory intent can be proven through circumstantial
evidence if no direct evidence is available, n153 the evidentiary burden is quite
high. n154 Because the Equal Protection Clause provides a legal remedy for only
the more obvious and persistent instances of discriminatory treatment, it fails to
provide a remedy for circumstances in which unfair treatment is more insidious.
n155 In many instances, the difficulty of bringing a legal action based on
intentional discrimination will mean that the issue of political justice is addressed
politically rather than legally. The claim will be that the affected community was
not treated with equal concern and respect. The political objective will be to
increase the accountability of decisionmakers to all members of the community.
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( ) It is difficult for environmental racism to be proven

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Assuming, then, the importance of pursuing political justice in the political realm,
how should such claims be raised? The difficulty of raising such claims should not
be underestimated. While unfairness may be obvious to the affected community, it
is unlikely to be obvious to the broader body politic. For one, the discrimination is
unlikely to be blatant because most decisionmakers would not risk the associated
embarrassment. In general, then, one confronts more subtle instances of unfair
treatment. Second, as discussed further in Part III, the broader body politic is
likely to assume that the affected community is simply asserting a self-interested
cry of "Not in My Backyard" under the guise of a claim for fairness. While many
communities will indeed be raising a NIMBY claim, demonstrating that their claim
is also a claim for fair treatment will require considerable effort. Third, in some
instances the claim of discriminatory treatment can be a double-edged sword. As a
community raises the charge of racism, the decisionmakers may paint themselves
as the victims of the community's unfair accusation. In today's racial politics,
many perceive the "victims" as those accused of racism, not the other way
around.

( ) Unequal treatment in the courts undermines environmental justice

Maine Law Review, 2005. "Comment: Environmental Injustice and the Problem of
the Law” 57 Me. L. Rev. 209

Environmental injustice is a social justice problem, a public health problem, and an
environmental problem, and correcting it is a collective responsibility. This
Comment has provided an overview of the major civil rights and environmental
law theories that have been advanced in environmental justice cases, and why, to
date, courts have not been receptive to the claims. We need courts to begin taking
the documented inequality and harm seriously -- to engage directly the genuine
constitutional issues at stake and to recognize, fundamentally, that our
environmental laws operate in an unjust world. This may require a reexamination
of the intent requirement in equal protection jurisprudence, heightened scrutiny of
economic discrimination claims, reinforcement of the fundamental right to bodily
integrity, and recalibration of the concept of risk in light of the unequal distribution
of environmental hazards. Even as policymakers strive for environmental justice in
the political sphere, it is critical that environmental justice claimants have the day
they deserve in our courts.
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( ) Must address the political systems that make environmentally unjust
decisions

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Professor Sheila Foster has noted that focusing solely on distributional outcomes
would fail to address political inequalities skewing decisionmaking processes. n137
She therefore advocates activism "geared toward ensuring public participation in
compiling, and access to, information critical to environmental decisionmaking
processes." n138 This model "equates fair process with justice." n139 Professor
Foster notes that environmental laws requiring the consideration of a proposed
project's impacts and encouraging public participation in the analysis of those
impacts provide an existing model for achieving fair decisionmaking. n140 The
expectation is that participation will increase the possibility that decisionmakers
will consider all interests equally.
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AT: Environmental Justice — Hurts Minorities

( ) Environmental law can alienate minority communities

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Furthermore, the environmental justice literature portrays the technical nature of
environmental laws as alienating to the communities enlisting their aid. n282
Because of the complexity of environmental [*278] laws and the likelihood that
community residents will not have the experience or training to use them, the
expert lawyer might dictate litigation strategy or engage in the administrative
process without the participation of the non-expert community. n283 When the
locus of the dispute is moved to the courtroom or an administrative agency, the
community group is on unfamiliar turf. Use of environmental laws could thus
disengage and disempower the affected community.

( ) Environmental law can result in more injustice

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

In many low-income and minority communities, environmental laws are looked on
with suspicion. First, environmental laws (and environmental lawyers) often cause
or exacerbate environmental injustice. Second, despite the potential for some
environmental laws to provide a legal basis for challenging an environmental
problem, the use of environmental laws does not address the deeper issues of
justice that are at stake. In some cases, using environmental laws might harm
rather than help the affected community's quest for justice.
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( ) Environmental justice is not an efficient mechanism for creating
equality

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Identifying the positive contributions of environmental laws to debates about
political justice does not erase the concerns about using environmental laws
expressed in the environmental justice literature. n367 The literature observes
that engaging in environmental proceedings requires considerable expertise - both
scientific and legal. n368 One concern is that burdened communities will not have
sufficient resources to pay for the scientific expertise necessary to realizing the
potential presented by environmental laws. n369 A second concern is [*297] that
communities will not have sufficient legal resources necessary to realizing the
potential presented by environmental laws. n370 A third concern is that, even if
resources can be obtained, "experts" will take over the process, leaving
community residents as disengaged bystanders. n371

( ) Need stronger outreach programs to combat environmental racism

Villanova Environmental Law Journal, "Comment: On the Road from Environmental
Racism to Environmental Justice”. 1994. 5 Vill. Envtl. L.]J. 449 p.lexis

The EPA Workgroup recommended that "EPA should expand and improve the level
and forms with which it communicates with people of color and low-income
communities and should increase efforts to involve them in environmental policy
making." n181 The Workgroup's suggestions explored ways to help minority and
low-income communities involve themselves in local environmental
decisionmaking. The suggestions included targeting these communities with
outreach and environmental education literature, establishing outreach
representatives in regional offices, and translating published materials into
languages other than English. n182
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( ) Lack of resources undermines environmental justice

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

The importance of resources is no less relevant when it comes to the enforcement
of environmental laws. At a general level, communities with resources find it
easier to become involved in and are better equipped to lobby for governmental
enforcement of environmental regulations in their communities. n256 More
specifically, when the government is unable or unwilling to pursue enforcement
actions to a community's satisfaction, a wealthy community has the ability to use
its resources to pursue enforcement directly through the "citizen suit" provisions
contained in many environmental laws. n257 One of the [*274] purposes for the
citizen suit provisions is to make up for shortfalls in the government's ability or
commitment to ensure compliance by all regulated facilities with environmental
regulations. n258 These citizen suit provisions permit citizens to pursue
enforcement actions against facilities or agencies violating environmental laws.
n259
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( ) Failing in the EPA is the problem

Environment News Service, September 20, 2006 http://www.ens-
newswire.com/ens/sep2006/2006-09-20-09.asp

The report recommends the EPA require its program and regional offices identify
which programs, policies and activities need environmental justice reviews and
require these offices to establish a plan to complete the necessary reviews. It calls
for the agency to ensure that reviews determine whether EPA's actions may have
a disproportionately high and adverse health or environmental impact on
minorities and low-income populations. In addition, the report recommends each
program and regional office develop specific environmental justice review guidance
and urges the EPA to designate a responsible office to oversee implementation of
its environmental justice efforts. In response to the findings, the EPA said it has
made environmental justice a major part of its work, but agreed that it needs
better guidelines and a framework for conducting formal reviews.

( ) EPA is effective at combating environmental racism

Villanova Environmental Law Journal, "Comment: On the Road from Environmental
Racism to Environmental Justice”. 1994. 5 Vill. Envtl. L.]J. 449 p.lexis

EPA has made significant efforts to promote environmental justice. The most
pivotal step thus far has been the institution of investigations under the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. n170 EPA has also explored its role in achieving environmental
justice by forming the Environmental Equity Workgroup ("the Workgroup"). n171
A Workgroup report recommended that EPA raise the priority assigned to [*476]
the environmental justice movement. n172 With respect to the risk assessment
process, the report suggested that procedures should be revised to ensure better
risk-characterization across populations, communities and geographic areas. n173
The Workgroup also recommended that EPA review permits, grants, monitoring
and enforcement procedures to address the high risk concentration in communities
of color. n174 Finally, EPA established an Office of Environmental Equity to
spearhead the fight for environmental justice. n175
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( ) Enforcement irregularities contribute to environmental racism

Alice Kaswan, Assistant Professor of Law, Catholic University School of Law, The
American Law Review, 1997. 47 Am. U.L. Rev. 221

Bringing a citizen enforcement action, like bringing any litigation, requires
significant resources - both to detect and analyze suspected violations and to
pursue successful litigation. n260 Wealthy communities are thus more likely to
bring private citizen suits than poor neighborhoods. n261 Assuming that
government enforcement is evenly distributed, n262 the presence of additional
private enforcement efforts in wealthy areas could result in an overall enforcement
pattern that varies according to the communities' private resources. n263 Thus,
although the citizen suit provisions in environmental laws do provide citizens with
recourse if they are concerned about environmental compliance in their
neighborhood, the unequal use of these provisions by communities could
exacerbate the disparity in environmental conditions among neighborhoods. In this
sense, the use of [*275] environmental laws could constitute one cause of the
uneven distribution of environmental problems.

( ) Poor enforcement of environmental standards

Maine Law Review, 2005. "Comment: Environmental Injustice and the Problem of
the Law” 57 Me. L. Rev. 209

[*212] This environmental injustice has been exacerbated by discriminatory
enforcement of environmental laws. A National Law Journal study n6 in 1992
found that average penalties under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) were 500% lower for violations in minority communities than in white
communities. n7 Less dramatic but still substantial disparities in penalty totals
were found under the other major environmental laws. The Clean Water Act was
"28% lower, the Clean Air Act, 8% lower, the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA),
15% lower, and in multi-media actions involving enforcement of several statutes,
306% lower." n8 The study is significant in part for its finding that, although the
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) enforcement and clean-up record
showed unequal treatment based on income levels, the disparity was more
pronounced still when correlated with race. For example, it took EPA 10% longer
to designate toxic sites on the national priority list in low-income areas, compared
with 20% longer in minority areas. n9
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1. US hegemony declining due to international challengers

The Canberra Times, April 16, 2008
http://canberra.yourguide.com.au/news/opinion/opinion/us-needs-to-get-
smarterstability-in-east-asia-is-more-likely-to-come-from-an-inclusive-approach-
that/1224377.html

One of the key features of this system, though, is US pre-eminence. This will
change in the coming decades with the rise of new great powers most obviously
China, but also Japan and India and perhaps Indonesia and Russia as well. Yet US
strategic policy towards East Asia often seems narrowly focused on the possibility
of military conflict with China, and the need to maintain technological superiority.

2. US power in the world is falling due to economic woes

Forbes, 5/1/2008 http://www.forbes.com/home/2008/04/30/hegemony-global-
culture-biz-wash-cx_0501oxford.html

Hegemony' describes the dominance of one social group or class in a society. This
control can be exercised subtly rather than forcefully through cultural means and
economic power, and can rest on a mixture of consent and coercion. Today, the
term is also used to describe the role of the United States in the world, but
Washington's privileged position may be in a state of relative decline.

3. There is no empirical evidence that soft balancing has constrained
United States actions in the past

Stephen G Brooks, Assistant Professor of Government At Dartmouth and William C
Wohlforth, Professor of Government At Dartmouth, “"Hard Times for Soft
Balancing”, International Security, Vol. 30 No. 1. 2005

We conclude that although states do periodically undertake actions that end
up constraining the United Sates, the soft-balancing argument does not help to
explain this behavior. There is ho empirical basis for concluding that U.S.
power, and the security threat that potentially inheres in it, has inouenced re-
cent constraint actions undertaken by the other major powers. Our examina-
tion therefore provides further conarmation of the need for analysts to move
beyond the familiar but misleading precepts of balance of power theory. In-
stead, new theorizing is needed that is more appropriate for understanding se-
curity relations in today’s unipolar era.
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4. Transparency of other powers disproves balancing

Stephen G Brooks, Assistant Professor of Government At Dartmouth and William C
Wohlforth, Professor of Government At Dartmouth, “Hard Times for Soft
Balancing”, International Security, Vol. 30 No. 1. 2005

The key cases of soft balancing are quite recent, so reliable inside informa-
tion can be scarce. The chief putative soft-balancing powers—France, Russia,
and China—are also not known for the transparency of their executive
decisionmaking. And public rhetoric presents difacult analytical challenges. A
government with a sincere interest in soft balancing may not want to advertise
it. At the same time, all four other dynamics may generate balancing rhetoric
from policymakers, creating prima facie evidence for a soft-balancing explana-
tion. Leaders motivated chieoy by domestic political considerations are hardly
likely to say so; they may detect domestic political advantage in touting the
balancing element even if countering the threat from U.S. power is not the real
issue.

5. Environmental reform will not help competitiveness because green
collar jobs overestimated

International Herald Tribune, March 26, 2008.
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/03/26/business/gcollar.php?page=2

But some skeptics argue that the phrase "green jobs" is little more than a trendy
term for politicians and others to bandy about. Some say they are not sure that
these jobs will have the staying power to help solve the problems of the U.S. job
market, and others note that green jobs often pay less than the old manufacturing
jobs they are replacing. Such is the novelty of the concept that no one is certain
how many such green jobs there are, and even advocates do not always agree on
what makes a job green.

"A green-collar job is in essence a blue-collar job that has been upgraded to
address the environmental challenges of our country," said Lucy Blake, chief
executive of the Apollo Alliance, a coalition of environmental groups, labor unions
and politicians seeking to transform the economy into one based on renewable
energy.
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( ) China is challenging the US for global supremacy

The Canberra Times, April 16, 2008
http://canberra.yourguide.com.au/news/opinion/opinion/us-needs-to-get-
smarterstability-in-east-asia-is-more-likely-to-come-from-an-inclusive-approach-
that/1224377.html

On one level, this is understandable. China's defence budget is expanding by 12
per cent a year, and it is investing heavily in capabilities like a blue-water navy to
blunt the US edge. The US 2006 Quadrennial Defence Review stated that China,
among the "major and emerging powers [has] the greatest potential to compete
militarily with the United States."

( ) US soft power is declining due to Chinese influence

The Canberra Times, April 16, 2008
http://canberra.yourguide.com.au/news/opinion/opinion/us-needs-to-get-
smarterstability-in-east-asia-is-more-likely-to-come-from-an-inclusive-approach-
that/1224377.html

Joseph Nye and Robert Keohane first distinguished between "hard" and "soft"
power. Hard power refers to military capabilities, and the ability to use threats or
rewards to get others to do what they otherwise would not. Soft power "is the
ability to get desired outcomes because others want what you want. It is the
ability to achieve goals through attraction rather than coercion."

With the exception of Japan, China has arguably been winning the soft power
contest in East Asia in recent years. China has worked to settle many territorial
disputes. It has pursued a more substantial role in regional organisations. Its
leaders have made many visits throughout the region, typically concluding an
economic or financial deal during each visit. China makes the case, too, that it
stood by its neighbours during the Asian financial crisis, with the clear implication
that the US and the International Monetary Fund did not.
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( ) Soft balancing is just politics as usual

Stephen G Brooks, Assistant Professor of Government At Dartmouth and William C
Wohlforth, Professor of Government At Dartmouth, “Hard Times for Soft
Balancing”, International Security, Vol. 30 No. 1. 2005

How does one identify soft balancing? The answer matters greatly for both
policy and theory, yet it remains elusive because soft-balancing proponents
have not supplied the conceptual tools to distinguish behavior that is an out-
growth of the systemic balancing imperative from what we might call “unipo-
lar politics as usual.” Crucially missing from the literature is sufacient
recognition that other explanations besides soft balancing exist for state ac-
tions that constrain the United States. As a result, analysts tend to treat nearly
any behavior that complicates U.S. foreign policy as soft balancing. We remove
this bias by setting out four alternative explanations.

( ) Soft balancing does not consider alternative explanations
Stephen G Brooks, Assistant Professor of Government At Dartmouth and William C

Wohlforth, Professor of Government At Dartmouth, “"Hard Times for Soft
Balancing”, International Security, Vol. 30 No. 1. 2005

This article shows that the soft-balancing argument has no traction. The only
reason some analysts have concluded otherwise is because they have failed to
consider alternative explanations. If it were reasonable to equate soft balancing
with great power policy bargaining, then balancing would agure as a contrib-
utor, but not a driver, in at least the Iraq case. As we have demonstrated, how-
ever, there are critical analytical costs to equating these two phenomena. Once
the distinction between soft balancing and bargaining is recognized, the strict
conclusion is that soft balancing plays no discernable role in any of the four
cases we examine.
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( ) Balancing is just political posturing

Stephen G Brooks, Assistant Professor of Government At Dartmouth and William C
Wohlforth, Professor of Government At Dartmouth, “Hard Times for Soft
Balancing”, International Security, Vol. 30 No. 1. 2005

Being seen by Washington as a potential soft-balancer has risks, to be sure, but it
also holds out the promise of magnifying one’s bargaining influence and the
significance of any concessions one might make. Governments that pursue relative
economic advantages for themselves or their constituents may find it convenient
to cloak the policy in high-minded talk about checking U.S. power. And the United
States is so prominent on the global stage that it can potentially serve as a
convenient focal point for other states that seek to cooperate on regional security
issues. States will likely have strong disagreements on the speciacs of how to
cooperate at the regional level; a public stance against U.S. policies may be one
issue they can agree on. Balancing rhetoric can thus be a useful rallying point for
stimulating regional cooperation.

( ) No empirical evidence for soft balancing
Stephen G Brooks, Assistant Professor of Government At Dartmouth and William C

Wohlforth, Professor of Government At Dartmouth, “Hard Times for Soft
Balancing”, International Security, Vol. 30 No. 1. 2005

In a unipolar world, soft balancing can be seen as the arst observable implication
that the world works the way balance of power theory expects it to. There is no
empirical basis for the soft-balancing argument, and hence any effort to invoke it
as a means of buttressing balance of power theory is fruitless.
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( ) Itis hard to tell number of green collar jobs

International Herald Tribune, March 26, 2008.
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/03/26/business/gcollar.php?page=2

it is hard to gauge the number of green-collar jobs in the United States. Welders
at a wind-turbine factory are viewed as having green jobs, but what about the
accountants or janitors?

In the most-often-cited estimate, a report commissioned by the American Solar
Energy Society said the United States had 8.5 million jobs in renewable-energy or
energy-efficient industries. Jerome Ringo, president of the Apollo Alliance,
predicted that the United States could generate three million to five million more
green jobs over the next 10 years.
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1. Existing programs will spur renewable energy